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ACTION AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-09 H-02 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 

USIA-12 10-12 OMB-01 RSR-01 /109 W 

006187 

R 080800 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7105 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USINT CAIRO 

CONEIDENTIAL BAMAKO 1341 

E9 0.21652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, ML 
SUBJ: MALI AND MIDDLE EAST 

1 . PRESIDENT TRAORE TOLD AMBASSADOR MAY 4 THAT HE HAD FRANKLY 
TOLD PALESTINIAN LEADERS IN TRIPOLI THAT WHILE MALI WILLING 

TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AS SIGN OF SOLIDARITY WITH 
PALESTINIANS, MALI SUPPORTED ISRAEL' S RIGHT TO EXIST. HE SAID 
PALESTINIANS REPLIED THAT WHAT THEY NOW SOUGHT WAS NOT TO 
DRIVE ISRAEL INTO THE SEA, BUT TO FORM A PALESTINIAN STATE 
COMPOSED LARGELY OF ISRAELI- OCCUPIED TERRITORY IN JORDAN' S 
WEST BANK. THEY COULD NOT ACCEPT INCORPORATION OF PALESTINIAN 
STATE INTO ISRAEL OR JORDAN, BUT WERE WILLING TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH ISRAEL FOR SEPARATE STATE WHICH WOILD INEVITABLY HAVE 
CLOSE TRADE AND TECHNICAL TIES WITH ISRAEL. 

2. AMB ASKED ABOUT REPORTS THAT EL FATAH WOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPEN 
OFEICE IN BAMAKO. PRESIDENT TRAORE DENIED THIS IS TRUE, ASKING 
RHETORICALLY " WHAT PURPOSE WOULD THAT SERVE?" 
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